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Musette Moose IsHome
WE' ve been writing about thisproject since
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is published whenever we get its inception 17 months ago and it has fi-
aroundtoit. For subscriptions, let- nally come to atriumphant close. In May
ters to the editors, comments or 2003, when Fionawastill just alittle bitty
complaints, contact baby, we put a poseable stuffed moose,

dubbed Musette after the title of a piece
mirhughe@netidea.com or from the Suzuki repertoire, in a box. We

had sewed her afetching polarfleece vest
The Burkholders with amapleleaf onit. We gave her atiny
Box 237, violinand case, aCanadian lapel pin, asuit-
New Denver, BC, VOG 1S0 case, a journa and a cassette tape. We

added some photos and descriptions of our
areato her journal, and acoupl e of record-
ings of thekids playing their instrumentsto
the cassette tape, and mailed her off to the

| nside...... firstinaseriesof 12 Suzuki familiesaround
the world.

Math .... 2

Noah'sViola.....2 We'vefollowed her progress from family to family viae-mail reports and photos. In
Independent Reading ....2 September she arrived at her last stop, Tauranga, New Zealand, and we knew it
Fiona....3 wouldn’t be long before she came home, having successfully circumnavigated the
Gardenclub....3 globe. There was great excitement the day she arrived back. Her box simply ex-
Great Books....3 ploded with souvenirs, photos and wardrobe additions. Her journal was so thick with

hundreds of photos and descriptions that it scarcely closed. The project has far ex-
ceeded all our expectations. The kids now have personal connections with families
around theworld, and have vicariously experienced visitsto rural Australia, Iceland,
Rome, London, San Salvador, Edinburgh castle, the picturesque beaches of western
New Zealand, and various farflung corners of North America.

Bats...4
Needlefdting....4

Harvest Festival

Somebody gave us a beautiful hand-sewn “Harvest Festival” banner, so we decided we ought to have a homeschoolers' harvest
festival. 1t was basically five families getting together for a co-operative Harvest Soup and a scavenger hunt and social time. It
was a lot of fun ... nice people we enjoy being with, and the weather was great. We brought carrots, beans and jerusalem
artichoke to contribute to the soup, and apples and our favourite home-made caramel dip for dessert. The kids chopped the
vegetables and added them to the soup pots and even the pickiest eaters ate everything.

I made bunsfrom my whest. Sophieand | had harvested it (with scissors!). Then | threshed it by hand and winnowed it by putting
grainsinto acup and gently jiggling the cup while blowing into it (close your eyes and do thisoutdoors!). Very neat. | ground the
wheat in the coffee grinder. When | added warm water to start the buns, the aroma from the fresh-ground wheat hit me in the
face — it actually smelled like afood... sweet and warm and homey. The scavenger hunt was a blast. The kids came back with
some very unique contributions. Noah and his sidekick Bob brought deer scat back as their “ something smelly” sample. Erin
managed to cover two or three entrieswith asingle large smelly purple mushroom. Sophie suggested putting ablue shirt on Barry,
one of the dads, to get credit for the “blue berry” item on the list. We' Il definitely have another harvest festival next year. It was
very fun and something we all want to build on.
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M ath

Sophieismoving very quickly through
her math program. Miquon Mathis
usually used at apacethat stretches
it out from Grades1to 4. Sheisal-
most halfway throughitandisbarely
ayoung Grade1'er (not yet six). In
that light, when sheasked tod sowork
through the Singaporean curriculum
Noah hasbeen using, | acquiesced,
hoping it would keep her interested
but slow her forward progressdown
abit. She'sblasting through thefirst
grade 2 book thisweek. We shall see
whether it slows her down or not;
perhapsit’sonly whetting her appe-
titefor more!

Noah has continued to progresswell
through the Singaporean Primary
Math curriculum. Heisfinishingupthe
first part of their Grade 3 curriculum
whichincludestwo-step word prob-
lemsintegrating thefour basic opera-
tionsand thefirst stagesof multi-digit
multiplication.

Erin’slong break from formal math
has continued, though shenow hasa
high school program waiting for her
on her desk (Singapore's“New Math
Counts1”). She's started browsing
through the supplementary software
program for this, and figures she’ll
start back at bookwork after her next
birthday.

p.2
Music Update

Noah’'s new Sabatier viola gave him a huge boost last summer. It isthe most
amazing instrument, and | hereally took to thetonal quality. He began working
with enthusiasm onthedto clef, and hasinssted ontaking al hisinstructiononthe
viola, making achdlengefor hisgrandmother-teacher who has never taught some
of thisrepertoire. Heisworking in themiddle of Book 3. Hea so won himself a
convert, his 14-year-old friend Paul, who hastaken up violaaswell. Together the
boysmake up the heart of the violasection of the Community Orchestrawhich

Noah hasjoinedfor thefirg timethisfal.
Noahissometimesambiva ent about pi-
anolately, mostly because he getsover-
whelmed by new-note learning. He's
playingwithincrediblemusicality for his
level and | hope his perfectionismwill
soften alittle so that heisabletowork
happily at new pieces.

Sophiedecided shewashappy beingjust
aviolinistfor at least another year. It was
agood decison not to add piano, | think,
because she'sput alot of thoughtful en-
ergy into her violinwork andissuddenly
progressing really quickly. She'ssorted
out her bow-hold and bow-arminthe
last month or so and her toneisbeautiful
al of asudden. She' sworking on Gossec
Gavotteand handling it very well.

Erin’spiano playing hastaken off inabig way in the past three months. She'snow
doing acombination of Grade 7 and Grade 8 conservatory repertoireand having
nodifficulty withit. She splayingmoremuscaly andwith moresengtivity tophrasing
andtone. She'sgot lessenergy goingintoviolinlatdy, butisredly enjoying orches-
traand isdowly working her way through theweighty repertoirein Suzuki Book
seven.

| ndependent Reading

Sophieisnow reading morechaleng-
ing farefor her own entertainment,
books nominally at aGrade 4 or 5
reading level. Noah isnow capable
of reading pretty much anything. He

isbeginning to enjoy repeatedly re-reading books, as| remember Erindoing at this
stage. Better repeated reading of grest literaturethanlousy kids' formula fiction, |
guess! Erin has probably read almost everything we havein our house, whichis
saying alot: we own hundreds upon hundreds of novels.
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Fiona Updates

It'slanguage explosion time! Two,
threeand four-word phrasesare spill-
ingout. She' ll imitatethelast wordin
almost any sentence you say. She's
also taken a huge interest in books
and has appointed her dad her
readaloud dave.

Great Books

Here are some more great books
we veenjoyedlatdly:

Silverwing and its two sequels by
Kenneth Oppel. Fantasy set in the
natural world, with little bats as
protaganists. Great suspense, in a
world populated by owls, rats, can-
nibal batsand humansengagedinbi-
zarremilitary experiments.

TheAmulet of Samarkand byJonathan
Stroud. Fantasy inthe samevein as
Harry Potter but with more complex
charactersand two protaganistsinter-
weaving their sories.

The Lantern Bearers by Rosemary
Sutcliff. Long but gripping and evoca
tive, thishistorica fictionissetin podt-
RomanBritain. Theprotaganis Aquila
isayoung Roman ex-cavary officer
who deserted in order to stay and fight
the Saxon hordesin hisadopted coun-

try.

Idand of the Blue Dol phinsby Scott
O Ddl.Ared departurefromthesorts
of thingswe' ve been reading lately,
thisisastory of self-relianceand sur-
vival onaPacificldand.

GRUBSIn the Garden

Together with two other parents
and acollection of adozen en-
thusiastickids, I’'m planning a
children’sclubwhichwill begin
meeting early next spring. The
clubwill focuson organic gar-
dening, environmenta education
and community service. Named
GRUBS (Garden Rangers
Unitedin Bio-Sugtainability), the
anagram is an homage to the
long-standing local adult group
SLUGS (Slocan Lake Garden
Society) which maintains the
community reflection gardenon
avolunteer basis Erin, Noahand
Sophiehaveredlly enjoyed the
volunteer work we' vedonewith
SLUGS and are looking for-
ward to the having aclub dedi-
cated to children.

I’ ve secured awonderful 2000 sg. ft. Steon the shores of thelakewith aprisitine
view southwards of mountainsand forests. Thebeachisadjacent, withall itsedu-
cational and play possibilities. Throughout thewinter we' |l meet periodically to
plan and play and learn abit about plants, cultivation and the environment. I’ ve
submitted somegrant gpplications, sowith luck we' || beabletofencetheareaand
buy somenicetools, aswell asgarnering donationsfrom the community at large.

Erin, Noah, Sophie
and friendsdecorate
paving stones with
mosaics made from
bits of broken ce-
ramic tile to create
the first useable art
for the GRUBSgar-
den. The paverswill
grace the entry
walkway, welcoming
peopletothegarden.
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Needle Felting

WEe' d heard of needle-felting and seen some of the crafts made using thistechnique but had never actually tried it. Out of

L

Bats

Sincereading the Slverwing books
by Kenneth Oppel, the kids have
beenredly interestedin bats. Although
we' retoofar from openwater to have
batsliving on our property thereare
many littlebrown batsinthearea. We
have several reference books and
have watched somevideo documen-
tary aswell asinvestigating internet
Stes including abat-cam. Next soring
the GRUBS will be building a bat
house. In the meantime, Sophietook
some paper and designed a folded
bat. Theolder two kidsenthusiasti-
caly took upthedesign, embelishing
it with handbones, clawsand feet. We
now have morethan adozen of these
decorating our wallsand cellings.

You can makeyour own little bat by
tracing Sophi€’ sorigina designonto
afolded piece of paper and cutting
andfolding asindicated.

p.4

curiosity we bought some coloured wool

roving, someof the specia barbed needles,
and abook for ingpiration. Wefound it to be
anenjoyablecraft that givespretty gratifying
results even for beginners. Erin made a
ladybug, Noah did afish with moveablefins,
and Sophie made alittle grey mouse. We
were so impressed with the technique that
whenwecouldn’t find our first choice of ma-
teridsfor Erin’s”Big BadWolf AsGranny”
Hallowe' en mask, we turned to needle
felting on afoam rubber base. It turned out

very well, wethought!
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Cut along remaining solid lines.
Fold along dotted lines.
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Placethisedge along fold in paper




